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TEACHING
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that the Lord asks us to have child-like trust in Him.  We are not to worry about tomorrow.  He says, “Place your trust in Me.”  Scripture tells us not to be anxious about what we are going to eat or drink; our heavenly Father knows that we need all of these things.  But first we are to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all of these things will be given to us as well.  (Reference Matthew 6: 25 – 33)   This providence can bring good from an evil act.  When we look in the Book of Genesis, we read about Joseph whose brothers tossed him into a well.  He was sold into slavery, but God had a plan for him.  Joseph eventually became the governor over all the land of Egypt.  In Scripture Joseph is speaking to his brothers who finally came to Egypt for food; he said, “It was not you who sent me here, but God.  You meant evil against me, but God meant it for the good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive.”  (Reference Genesis, Chapters 41 – 45)  Of course, the worst act was the crucifixion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, but look at the good that came from that – the salvation of our souls, the Redemption.  Scripture also says, “In everything God works for good for those who love Him.”  (Reference Romans 8:28)  So in all circumstances, God works for good; even in evil circumstances, He can take what is in that circumstance and work it for good in our lives.  Finally it says, “We firmly believe that God is Master of the world and of its history.  But the ways of His providence are often unknown to us; only at the end when our partial knowledge ceases, when we see God face to face, will we fully know the ways by which He has guided us and His creation to the Sabbath rest in which He has called us.  So there is always going to be a mystery, there is always going to be things unknown in some areas of our lives.  (Reference Catechism of the Catholic Church, Chapter 1, Paragraph 4: V – sections 302 – 314)
SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 12: 2:  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross.  1 Corinthians 13: 12 - 13: Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
EXHORTATION
The first thing that Chuck read to us tonight from the Catechism of the Catholic Church was about divine providence: Jesus asked for child-like abandonment to the providence of our heavenly Father Who takes care of His children’s smallest needs.  When we were singing the last song, “We celebrate, you put dancing in our hearts”, the two little girls up front here were dancing and dancing.  I wondered how many of us here felt like we wanted to be child-like with dancing in our hearts.  That is what the Catechism says to us, to have “child-like abandonment to the trust of God the Father”.  So let us do that and let our hearts be open to God.  
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 27: 4 – 8:  One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek Him in His temple.  For in the day of trouble He will keep me safe in His dwelling; He will hide me in the shelter of His tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.  Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at His tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the Lord.  Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful to me and answer me.  My heart says of You, “Seek His face!” 

PROPHECY
When you whisper My name, you give joy to My heart.  In incomparable ways do I weep for you, for the love I feel for you.  Never cease in saying My name, and no enemies will trample over you because I am with you and I give you strength.  Never fear anything that comes toward you because I am with you, and My heart surrounds you always.  

PRAYER
Lord, we thank You for the invitation; we thank You for Your faithfulness, for Your calling us, for laying a path before us so that we can find You, so we can find Your fingerprints on our lives.  Holy Spirit, rain down upon us here, we who are gathered in Your name.  We come to praise the Lord of Hosts, Hosanna on high.  Jesus You promised Your Spirit to come upon those who come to You; let Him rain down now upon this place, upon these lives, upon these parched lands that need You the most.  Fill the reservoirs of hope, fill the reservoirs of joy and love in our lives.  Help our default to be You, to trust You, to believe in You, so that the puzzle and picture that You are painting with us will be complete.  So  that we then can know what part of it You are having us play, so that we can be Your partner in building the kingdom.  We want to be a friend, not just a slave, who knows His master’s business.  We beg and plead, Lord, to know Your business so that we can be Your partner in this building up of the kingdom – here on earth, here in our families, here in our workplaces, and here in our lives.  You call us together to be the body of Christ; let us be Your hands, Your feet, Your arms, Your mouth, Your heart.  So that we can be comforting and loving to those who need it the most, to those who are in pain, to those who are seeking You but are not finding You.  Help us to take them by the hand and lead them.  Help us to put out our hands so that You can lead us.  Come Holy Spirit, come!   
IMAGE

….our hands, our feet, our hearts, everywhere in our bodies.  The rain of Your love - I just envision the rain is God touching us on our heads and our feet, and the winds are surrounding us all over. 
So He is encasing us and carrying us through our days.  

SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 29: 11 – 12:  I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster, plans to bring about the future you hope for.  Then you will call to Me.  You will come and pray to Me, and I will answer you.  

PRAYER
Often times we cannot see very far on those paths, but Lord, You are there with Your guidance and Your strength.  Take us by the hand, O Lord, take us through those places in which we are uncertain.  Bring us, O God, along the paths You have ordained for us and to the places You have ordained for us.  We thank You, Jesus!  We thank You, Jesus, for Your love for us, for Your mercy, for Your promise, for Your salvation, for Your plans!  Glory to You!!  Glory to You, Jesus!!!  You know the plans, You know them; let us trust in You and surrender to You!!
TONGUES
INTERPRETATION
Give Me your tired, give Me your burdens, give Me all your pain, give Me all your shame, for I love you with an enduring love forever.  I will always be there in the low times and in the high times, for “I am God”, says Yahweh.  I love you, and I AM!
PROPHECY
…in Tongues.  It was as if the Father were saying, “I take delight in you.  I love you and give you new life.  I sing over you, and I am joyful over you, as joyful as people at a festival.  I, your Father, take delight in you; I love you, I rejoice and exalt over you as at a festival, My people!”  And there was great joy in the Father’s heart and great love for you and me.    

SCRIPTURE
We were talking about the providence of God and how He loves us and cares for us.  This verse kept going through my mind, even before the message in Tongues.  It is: Matthew 11: 28, 30: “Come to Me all you who are burdened and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  No matter what comes upon us or how hard it is, God is there to help us through it.  He is there to lighten our load and make it more comfortable for us.  Back in the days of the Hebrews and the Jews, the oxen and their animals were their livelihood.  So when they created the yoke for the animals, they made it to fit the animal and made it as comfortable as possible for the animals.  This is what God does for us, He watches over us.  
CONFIRMATION

I just want to add a confirmation to the aspect of bringing ‘your burdens to Me’.  I came in late and haven’t been able to come on a regular basis because of my responsibilities with the family and so forth.  Had I not been a Charismatic for a long time, there is a cynical part of me that would say, “You Charismatics, you are so into singing your happy songs!”  Had I not known some of you more personally and not known some of the storms you have gone through, I could stay in that cynical frame of mind.  Thankfully the Lord has blessed me to know better.  We come here with things going well sometimes, but more often than not, we come in our brokenness.  We need the Lord’s grace.  The fact that people can sing, “I will bless the Lord!”, with what they have been through, proves to me the power of God.  I know the journeys of people here in this place and it is not all joyful.  So there may be people out there who think “What is it with these crazy Jesus-people?”  So we have to remember to bless the Lord in all times, even in our burdens, to trust Him in that journey when things are tough.  It may seem then that there is not a reason to praise Him.  You surround yourself with people who remember why they praise Him, so don’t be fooled, those of you who might be new to the prayer meeting.  There is a deep faith here of the people who have walked the journey, through the struggles and troubles.  Through God’s grace they have built a faith that they can depend upon completely.  So I just want to say that it is good to be around all of you crazy ‘Jesus-people’!  It is a great reminder!        
