INSPIRED WORD

January 13, 2010 

IMAGE

When we were singing that song “I Just Want to See Your Face”, I had an image of a mirror and God was saying, “I want you to be able to look into that mirror and see My face.”
SCRIPTURE

The Lord has put this Scripture on my heart because there are some here who are deeply troubled with some major problems.  The Scripture is Psalm 20 (verses 1-7); part of it is a prayer and the assurance of God’s saving work.  “May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob defend you!  May He send you help from the sanctuary and strengthen you out of Zion.  May He remember all of your offerings and accept your sacrifices.  May He grant you according to your heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans.  We will rejoice in your salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners.  May the Lord fulfill all your petitions.  Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy Heaven with the saving power of His right hand.  Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.  

SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 41: 17–18; 55: 1-3: When their throats are dry with thirst, then I, the Lord, will answer their prayer; I, the God of Israel, will never abandon them.  I will make rivers flow among barren hills and springs of water run in the valleys.  I will turn the desert into pools of water and the dry land into flowing springs.  Come, everyone who is thirsty, here is water!  Come, you who have no money, buy grain and eat.  Come! Buy wine and milk, it will cost you nothing.  Listen to Me and do what I say, and you will enjoy the best food of all.  Listen now, My people, and come to Me, come to Me, and you will have life!  

TONGUES
INTERPRETATION

By your Baptism you are My anointed.  You have entered the river of life and I fill you with cleansing water.  Now look, look into the mirror and see that you are My anointed.  You are the eyes of My heart, you are the ears of My heart, and you are My hands.  Look into the mirror and see Me!
SCRIPTURE / SENSE / PROPHECY
Luke 8: 43, 46: The woman came up in the crowd behind Jesus, reached out and touched the hem of His garment.  Jesus said, “Who touched me? Someone touched Me, for I knew it when the power went out of Me.”  As we were just praying, I had the very same sense that Jesus has said, “Power has gone out from Me.  I do indeed promise to inhabit the praises of My people.  You have come from whatever place brought you here and you have praised Me and I have come and inhabited your praises.  Now you have asked and power has gone out from Me.  Believe that I will touch your circumstances; believe that you will see My power at work in your lives, for tonight power has gone out from Me.”

SCRIPTURE
1 Samuel 3:11 This has been coming to me all night and it is from the Book of Samuel.  Samuel heard God’s voice, but he didn’t always recognize or discern who was talking to him.  Look at ourselves – God probably talks to each of us all the time, but we don’t hear or discern His voice.  So, in this Scripture, Samuel cried out, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”        
CONFIRMATION / PROPHECY / SHARING
I want to confirm what Rick just said and also what Barb said regarding the power going out from Jesus tonight.  The thought that came to me was this: God is with us all the time and He loves us tremendously.  His power is available to us all the time.  But what happens is that things get in the way and we know what all those things are in our lives – the personal hurts that we have, the sad feelings that we have for others, like the people in Haiti, joblessness, and all those things.  The Lord is saying, “Those things are in your lives, but they don’t have to be the center of your lives.  When those things affect you, change your vision, change your focus and look at Me.”  We have had several examples tonight about ‘looking in the mirror’.  I think God is saying, “Look for Me!  These things may not go away, but in the midst of all these things I am there, My love for you is there, My power is there.  Look for ME!  Focus on ME!”  I want to share what happened to me tonight – at the beginning of our praise meeting, the pain in my leg and hip was so bad that I had to sit down.  That is exactly what happened to me.  I focused on the pain so much that I wasn’t even praising God from my heart.  That is when I heard ‘Focus on Me!’  The pain didn’t go away, but the focus became Jesus and everything changed.  I then was able to praise Him and to listen to the words that He wanted me to speak.  That is what the Lord is saying to all of us – “I am there for you, My love is there for you, My power is there for you, but  FOCUS ON ME!  Do not focus on those things that are bothering you!  Yes, they are there, but change your vision, change your vision to Me.  Focus on Me!”
CONFIRMATION / SHARING  
I want to confirm what Mel just said.  I just wanted to share this: When I stood up and told God about my pains and sorrows, my hands had been raised up in praising Jesus, but as someone came by and touched me, my hands turned inward to welcome Jesus in.  I was just praising Him in the wrong way by not inviting Him in.  

