INSPIRED WORD

February 24, 2010

PRAYER
Lord, we thank You, we bless You, we praise You for all that You have done for us and are doing for us right here tonight.  We come to praise You, to worship You, and ask that You might lift us up out of the mire of the earth.  Cut the strings that tie us to the earth, whatever is holding us down and separating us from where You are, Lord.  Break those ties for us, Lord, so that we might be able to dance with You in the Holy of Holies.  Help us in this, Lord!  Lord, guide each of us as we search for You even more closely, that we may touch You and be able to follow You wherever You take us.  Holy Spirit come into this room, into this church, and reign down upon all of us here!  Holy Spirit, guide us and set us on fire for You!  We desperately need to feel Your grace, to feel You lifting us up, Lord, so we might dance and be elevated into Your Presence.  Amen.  

TEACHING / SCRIPTURE / PROPHECY / EXHORTATION
God speaks to us through His Inspired Word which is posted on the internet by day, month and year.  His Word is there for us to study and absorb into our hearts so that we would then let Him shape and mold us in the ways He wants to do.  That is why He gives us this Word to tell us what He wants us to do.  Isaiah 55: 1-3: The Lord says, “Come, everyone who is thirsty, come to the water!  Come, you who have no money, buy grain and eat!  Come!  Buy wine and milk, it will cost you nothing!  Why spend money on what does not satisfy?  Why spend wages and still be hungry?  Listen to Me and do what I say and you will enjoy the best food of all.  Listen now, My people, and come to Me; come to Me, and you will have life!”  That sounds like a God Who wants us to listen to His Word very intently, to understand it and follow it.  That is what we are going to try to do!  In this prayer community God has recently told us a story.  When you sit down and reread and reflect on these Scriptures, I find myself saying, “I don’t remember hearing that.  Where did that come from?”  Sometimes I get caught up and separate one week from another week, which is the wrong thing to do.  We come here week after week and we say, “Speak, Lord!  Your servant is listening.”  And the Lord speaks and He gives us a Word and we reflect on that Word for the rest of the night.  Then we go back to our homes, our families and the things that we do in life.  Next week we come again and God gives us another Word because He is very faithful.  When we start linking all of these Words together, we get more than a Word for that evening.  We get a story and the story is a very powerful one because He tells it to us in the way that a father would sit a child on his knee and talk to them, or the way a friend would sit down with another friend over a cup of coffee and share ideas, but always in a very powerful way.  God tells us in Scripture that His Word will not return to Him until it has completed its intended purpose.  So when God gives us His Word, He doesn’t want us to sit on it and do nothing.  He wants us to carry it to its intended purpose; not for any strength that we think we have, but by Him leading, guiding and moving us to where He wants us to be.
I honestly didn’t remember this and I would be curious to know how many people do remember this because it is the start of a story.  That Word says, “Put your head on My shoulder, come and be My child in My lap.  Come and receive My comfort, come and rest awhile in Me.”  Doesn’t that sound like the beginning of a story or the beginning of a book?  Doesn’t that sound like someone who is concerned about us and wants us to be close to Him?  I do that with my granddaughters and it is a fabulous time.  In that time with them on my lap and sharing a story, it is a time of great and intense love.  That is what I feel that God is telling us here: “This is a story of great and intense love between you and Me and I want you to hear it, I want you to take it in, I want you to take it to people who have never heard it.”  As we are still resting in Him with our head on His shoulder, He says, “I want to tell My people that I love them very, very much.  There are still many people who find that so hard to believe; they do not think that they are worthy of being loved, they do not think that they are worthy of receiving anything that I have to give them.  But I want YOU to tell My people that I have gifts for all of them.  I love all of them and no one is left out, no one is greater than the other, no one can do or has done anything that will prevent Me from loving them.  Tell My people that My gifts are in abundance; tell My people that My love is in abundance, tell My people to let go and to open themselves to Me.  I am not a Lord of pain; I am a Lord of love!  Tell My people, tell them over and over and over again that I love them, I love them and I LOVE THEM!!”      
PRAYER
…and yet even there, Lord, You lift us up with Your love and Your mercy.  Lord, help us to receive that love and mercy tonight.  Let’s open up our hearts wide to that.  You are 
our Savior, Lord!     
SCRIPTURE
I have been sitting on this all day.  Luke 11: 28: Jesus answered, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”     
IMAGE / SHARING / EXHORTATION 
I would rather be meek and mild, but God called me to share this with you.  Two weeks ago here at our prayer community, I had an image experience that I want to share with you.  I was in a meadow and in a hammock swing, but it was suspended in mid-air, there was nothing holding it up.  But anyway, I was in a meadow, it was very grassy with lots of wild flowers, many butterflies, many birds chirping and a gentle warm breeze was blowing.  I was feeling joyful and very happy.  The next thing I knew I was out of the hammock swing and watching Jesus dancing through the meadow; He was spinning and twirling and He had bare feet.  I was thinking at that time that there must not be a rock or thorn in the grass because He was just dancing away.  He had His robes on and His hair was long and loose, His arms were upraised, His face was looking up toward God, His Father, and He was laughing, rejoicing and praising His Father.  I sensed the emotion of it, it felt like my heart was going to burst with joy.  The reason why I didn’t come up to the microphone after that happened was that I didn’t want to leave that experience.  By the time it had dissipated and I had calmed down we had already moved into prayer intentions.  The second reason I didn’t share it right away is that God seems to provide me with insight of these things afterwards.  When I got home I realized that the hammock swing that I was in was my safety net.  I will sit in the pew back there and when we are praising I will sway back and forth, just like the hammock was doing, and occasionally I will raise my hands.  We have talked about how we praise God for several weeks and when it came to the dancing, I was sitting back there in the pew thinking that I am a reserved person and that is how God made me.  So He is probably okay with the fact that I am just swaying in the pew and not dancing around.  But I saw in this image experience that Jesus was showing me how it is to praise the Father.  I knew that if He was showing me how to do this and if I were to be obedient, that I then would have to change my behavior.  I knew that it was going to be very hard for me to do.  That night I had a dream about three women who appeared to me; they were very innocent ordinary looking women.  I was in a room and they came to the doorway and wanted me to go  with them.  One of the women was about my age.  I didn’t fear them, but I didn’t want to go with them, so I cried out for help.  It was this prayer community here that surrounded me.  A second woman was a ‘grandmother’ type of  person and she wanted me to go with her, but I knew that I couldn’t go, and again this prayer community was around me.  The third one was just like a young girl and I was by myself at that point but still not afraid.  I knew that I shouldn’t go with her either.  The next morning God provided me with clarity about the dream.  In it I was being tempted to hold back and not to share this experience with all of you.  These questions were placed very strongly on my heart: In my praise who do I think gets the most satisfaction in the way I do it?  Is it Satan or is it God?  If I am holding back from inhibitions or fears, then I think that Satan is winning.  I am letting him control me.  Another question that was placed on my heart is this: Can you say that you honestly, completely and freely praise our Father, praise God?  If the answer is ‘Yes’, then praise God seriously; if the answer is ‘No’, like it was for me, then we (me included) need to change our behavior and not be tempted to hold back all of our praise from Him.  We need to freely and openly praise Him and show Him how deep our love is for Him.  I was thinking of little children, how freely, openly and joyful they are in dancing.  Over the years we, as adults, let all that go and become inhibited in our actions.  Jesus gives us examples throughout Scripture as to the kind of life we are to live.  There is a song that we could use to praise and dance freely and these are the words:  “I am the Lord of the dance said He, I will lead you all in the dance wherever you may be, I am the Lord of the dance.”  I have the image now of what that is and I’ve got the song,  He is our leader and our dance partner.  So maybe we could use this song as an introduction into our dancing and praising time in our prayer community, so that we could dance anywhere we want in this sanctuary and not feel inhibited.        
EXHORTATION
We just have to do that kind of dancing and praising; fear inhibits us and it is not from God.  We have to just push against it, take authority over it and be free in the Lord’s grace.  Get past all fear and all worry; they inhibit us from speaking and doing everything for God.  

PROPHECY

..you don’t have to look over a wall, you don’t have to have any fear or hold tightly to any burdens.  I am holding you and I am touching you and I am in you.    
SHARING
My word for tonight is ‘love’.  Love will conquer all, it has a lot to do with our well being, our health, choose to love rather than to hate, choose to smile rather than to frown, choose to build rather than to destroy, choose to praise rather than to gossip, choose to heal rather than to wound, choose to give rather than to grasp, choose to act rather than to delay, choose to forgive rather than to curse, choose to pray rather than to disappear.

There is a lot more to love, but I share this for tonight.  

SUMMARY / PROPHECY / EXHORTATION
We have had quite a night tonight.  When we first started tonight, God told us that we should put our head on His shoulder, sit in His lap and rest with Him for awhile.  Jesus says to us, “I want to tell My people that I do love them; I want you to tell everyone that I love them.”  He gave us His assurance, His love, His commission, and wants to give us love.  Then He asks us, “Why are you here?  Are you seeking guidance?  Are you seeking healing?  You have come to know Me, you have come to have Me fill you, you have come to have Me heal you, to guide you and to love you and I do want to love you.  I always will!”  He can’t fail, that is not of Him.  He is the Creator of all and He loves us beyond any barrier that we can place in front of him.  He says, “I want to dwell in your praises.  I touch them, and I have called you to be in this place.”  So it is not just mere circumstance that we are here.  We all have been called.  God is approachable; He is the almighty Creator.  He says, “I wish for you to be My hands, My feet, My eyes; it is time to act.  It is the proper time to act!  I send you to be My work, to be My actions, to bring My love to others.”  He wants us to be available to Him and that is hard – every day, every hour, every minute to be available to Him.  But we have to listen carefully.  He says, “I put My strength into you, as well as My compassion, My love and My kindness.  
I NEED TO USE YOU!  He wants us to mirror Him and use our eyes to mirror Him to the world.  It is I Who desires to do all My work through you.  Incline your ear to My desire to use you, while you are doing this, My hand is on you to bring you to safety.  I will be with you!”  Jesus calls each of us out of our comfort zones.  
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 63: 1-8: O God, You are my God, I seek You; my soul thirsts for You, my body longs for You, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  I have seen You in the sanctuary and beheld Your power and Your glory.  Because Your merciful love is better than life, my lips will glorify You.  I will praise You as long as I live, and in Your name I will lift up my hands.  My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise You.  On my bed, I remember You; I think of You through the watches of the night.  Because You are my help, I sing in the shadow of Your wings.  My soul clings to You; Your right hand upholds me.     

