INSPIRED WORD

July 21, 2010

SCRIPTURE

I just felt the Lord walking with us into the valley, in the green valley.  Psalm 23 came to my mind:  “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing that I lack.  In green pastures You let me graze; to safe waters You lead me; You restore my strength.  You guide me along the right path for the sake of Your name.  Even when I walk through a dark valley, I fear no harm for You are at my side; Your rod and staff give me courage.  You set a table before me as my enemies watch; You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Only goodness and love will pursue me all the days of my life; I will dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come.” 

PROPHECY
Be still, My beloved ones, and for a moment be silent.  Often I speak to you and I say to you, “Listen!”, but tonight it is different.  Tonight I say, “Experience Me, experience My Presence, and experience My love.  Feel My light on your face, feel the warmth that I have for you, feel Me as I place My hand on Your shoulder.  It is I, feel Me!  Feel Me now as I take your hand and I say to you, ‘As I take your hand, take the hand of another in My name.  Experience Who I am within you, experience Me in your heart, experience Me in your breath; sense now how I see and use your eyes when you see others, to see them as I see them.  For you see, My beloved ones, this is how we become one; when you not only hear the words that I speak to you, but you sense My Presence within you.  For then you know that I am real, then you know that My love is real, then you know that the words I speak to you are truth.  And then you may share it with others, what you have heard and what you have felt.’”  
SHARING
That Prophecy brought to my mind a song that I learned as a child.  I don’t know the chords to it, but the lyrics just keep resonating in my mind.  These are the words: “Put your hand in the hand of the Man who stilled the waters, put your hand in the hand of the Man who calmed the sea; take a look at yourself, you will look at others differently, by putting your hand in the hand of the Man from Galilee.”  
PRAYER
…at Your command, those walls around us fall at Your command as well. When we speak Your holy Name, O Jesus, into those circumstances, the walls come down.  So into fear, O Jesus, we speak Your Name, replace it, O God, with trust and with courage.  Into doubt, O Jesus, we speak Your Name, replace it, O Lord, with trust and confidence in Your love.   
PRAYER
O Jesus, hear the prayers of Your people!  These are the prayers of our hearts, O God.  Give us a thirst for You, O Lord God; a hunger that only You can satisfy.  Give us thirst for You, O Lord!  Give us a hunger for You, O Lord!  Into complacency we speak Your Name, O Jesus, replace it,  replace it with zeal and a new commitment to Your Word and to Your Gospel!  
SUMMARY / EXHORTATION
The Lord spoke very powerfully to us a few minutes ago.  I was struck by the words He had spoken to us in Prophecy earlier tonight, and then in the words of Psalm 23.  It was again in the language that we needed to hear tonight.  Once these words from tonight are transcribed, I think it will be amazing to see the comparison in the words of Psalm 23, that the Lord gave us, to the words that He had spoken to our hearts in Prophecy.  But He said something very unique tonight, and I do not want us to leave until we do that.  He said, “As I take your hand, take the hand of another.”  I don’t think He wants us to do that in some other place or some other time.  I think He is speaking to us personally, right here, right now.  He is asking us to grasp the hand of another person around us; to hold that hand, to feel the warmth of that hand, to feel the life in that hand, to feel the blood in that hand, to feel the compassion in that hand, to feel the working of that hand, because God dwells in the presence of us all.  As we grasp the hand of another person at the direction that God gave us, we know that we CAN, through the strength and the courage that we feel when we grasp each others hands, carry that strength and courage out of here to another person.  Then we can say, “Lord, I am not afraid because Your rod and Your staff give me courage.  As this hand that I am holding gives me courage, I know, Lord,  that when I leave here I will not be alone.  I carry the courage, the trust, the faith, the knowledge and the words that You have given to us tonight into a world that desperately needs to hear them.”  We ask You in faith, Lord, to place that person in our life whose hand You want us to grasp.  In Your holy Name, we pray.  Amen.
